
Museum National Museum of Roman Art

Inventory CE30139

Generic Classification Industrial arts

Object/Document Balsamarium

Material/Substrate Bronze

Technique Casting

Dimensions Balsamarium: Height = 16.80 cm; Width = 11 cm

Description Balsamarium depicting the bust of a faun. Dark green patina. Base in 
the form of a flared pedestal with concentric mouldings. It is one of the 
few Hispanic examples to have preserved this. The lid is on the upper 
part of the skull, and on the sides of the head there are traces of the 
start of a handle.

Iconography Faun

Dating 101=150 (First half of the 2nd century AD)

Cultural Context/Style Roman culture

ProvenanceCalle Travesía de Pontezuelas, Mérida(Mérida (comarca), Badajoz): Tumba 
de libaciones nº inv 29800
Incidental finding. Infrastructure works. Excavation, Mélida Alinari, 
José Ramón

Specific Site/Site Travesía de Pontezuelas Street

Reasoned Classification According to J.R. Mélida it would be a bronze weight in the shape of a
Bust of a faun, bronze and of good art. It lacks the handle, but it 
retains a circular lid on the top of the head, as it is hollow, which 
would allow the weight to be increased with small pieces ....
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